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1
ULTRASONIC DETECTION METHOD AND
SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to non-destructive testing
methods and systems. More specifically, the present inven-
tion is directed to ultrasonic detection methods and ultrasonic
detection systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The inspection of large and complex objects (such as, solid
steam turbine rotors) can be very difficult. Such inspection is
important for identifying features, such as, asperities, voids,
defects, fatigued material, cracks, and/or material variations.
In large objects, non-destructive techniques are limited based
upon the size of the objects, based upon the complexity of the
objects, and/or based upon the materials of the objects. A
failure to identify such features can result in extended repair
cycles, limiting availability of operation, and/or system fail-
ure.

Some commercial inspection systems are available to pro-
vide the inspection of large objects. Known ultrasonic tech-
niques use single probe approaches, limiting the volume of
material that can be inspected in a single pass. For example,
one known technique is limited to covering less than 3% of
the volume of a cylindrical solid rotor material in a single pass
due to geometric features that restrict access to the volume of
the rotor.

To achieve such inspection in a non-destructive manner,
ultrasonic systems can be integrated into the object at a sub-
stantial expense, can require complex and/or repeated analy-
sis, can require advanced motion control and/or complex
probe positioning control, and combinations thereof, result-
ing in high inspection system costs and/or complexity.

An ultrasonic detection method and ultrasonic detection
system that do not suffer from one or more of the above
drawbacks would be desirable in the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In an exemplary embodiment, an ultrasonic detection
method includes providing an ultrasonic detection system
having a first ultrasonic device arrangement and a second
ultrasonic device arrangement, positioning the ultrasonic
detection system in a peripheral offset position with respectto
an object to be measured, and transmitting and receiving an
ultrasonic beam between the first ultrasonic device arrange-
ment and the second ultrasonic device arrangement, thereby
obtaining ultrasonic detection information about the object.

In another exemplary embodiment, an ultrasonic detection
method includes providing an ultrasonic detection system
having a first ultrasonic device arrangement and a second
ultrasonic device arrangement and transmitting and receiving
an ultrasonic beam between the first ultrasonic device
arrangement and the second ultrasonic device arrangement.
The transmitting and receiving obtains data from a volume
greater than that which is capable of being analyzed by a
single probe arrangement.

In another exemplary embodiment, an ultrasonic detection
system includes a first ultrasonic device arrangement and a
second ultrasonic device arrangement positioned in a periph-
eral offset position with respect to an object to be measured.
The ultrasonic detection system is arranged and disposed for
transmitting and receiving an ultrasonic beam between the
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2

first ultrasonic device arrangement and the second ultrasonic
device arrangement, thereby obtaining ultrasonic detection
information about the object.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
be apparent from the following more detailed description of
the preferred embodiment, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings which illustrate, by way of example,
the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary ultrasonic
detection system according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an exemplary ultrasonic
detection system according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

Wherever possible, the same reference numbers will be
used throughout the drawings to represent the same parts.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Provided is an exemplary ultrasonic detection method and
system. Embodiments of the present disclosure permit non-
destructive analysis of features in large solid or substantially
solid objects, reduce or eliminate repair and/or inspection
cycles, utilize two or more probes in a pitch-catch manner,
analyze a greater volume of cylindrical objects in a single
pass, avoid integration of probes into large bodies, reduce or
eliminate complex motion control, decrease high costs, per-
mits simplification of data acquisition, permits data analysis
of'acquired data, or a combination thereof

FIGS. 1 and 2 show embodiments of an ultrasonic detec-
tion system 100 for performing an ultrasonic detection
method. The system 100 includes a first ultrasonic device
arrangement 102 and a second ultrasonic device arrangement
104 in a peripheral offset position with respect to an object
106 to be measured. As used herein, the phrase “peripheral
offset position” refers to being positioned along an exterior of
the object 106 and at a location that is not within a plane 108
extending through the first ultrasonic device arrangement 102
and perpendicularly through a centerline 110 of the object
106.

The system 100 transmits and receives an ultrasonic beam
(not shown) between the first ultrasonic device arrangement
102 and the second ultrasonic device arrangement 104,
thereby obtaining ultrasonic detection information (not
shown) about the object 106. The information detected relates
to a volume greater than that which is capable of being ana-
lyzed by a single probe arrangement. For example, in embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, an amount of the ultrasonic
detection information obtained corresponds to greater than
3% ofthe volume of the object 106, at least 40% of the volume
of'the object 106, at least 70% ofthe volume of the object 106,
between about 3% and about 40% of the volume of the object
106, between about 40% and about 60% of the volume of the
object 106, between about 70% and about 90% of the volume
of'the object 106, between about 90% and about 100% of the
volume of the object 106, or any suitable combination, sub-
combination, range, or sub-range therein. The ultrasonic
detection information capable of being obtained includes, but
is not limited to, information relating to features selected
from the group consisting of voids, defects, fatigued material,
cracks, corrosion, and combinations thereof.

The object 106 is any suitable object, such as, a solid body
(forexample, a metal, metallic, an alloy, a super alloy, etc.), an
axially symmetric body (for example, a cylindrical object), a
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rotor/rotor wheel of a turbine (for example, of a steam tur-
bine), any suitable body of revolution, or a combination
thereof. In one embodiment, the object 106 includes geomet-
ric features restricting access to portions of the object 106. For
example, in an embodiment with the object 106 being a tur-
bine rotor, the wheels restrict access.

In one embodiment, the object 106 has a mass of greater
than about 3 Tons, between about 3 Tons and about 40 Tons,
between about 20 Tons and about 40 Tons, between about 30
Tons and about 40 Tons, between about 20 Tons and about 30
Tons, about 20 Tons, about 30 Tons, about 40 Tons, or any
suitable combination, sub-combination, range, or sub-range
therein. In one embodiment with the object 106 being the
rotor/rotor wheel, the rotor/rotor wheel is capable of being
inspected without a bucket of the turbine being removed.

The first ultrasonic device arrangement 102 and the second
ultrasonic device arrangement 104 each include at least one
ultrasonic device 112 configured for transmitting (such as a
transmitter 202 as shown in FIG. 2) and/or receiving (such as
a receiver 204 as shown in FIG. 2) the ultrasonic beam. Each
of the ultrasonic devices 112 is a transmitter or receiver, such
as, a phased-array ultrasonic having a plurality of ultrasonic
transducers (for example, 4 transducers, 8 transducers, 16
transducers, 32 transducers, 64 transducers, or 128 transduc-
ers), a predetermined operational frequency (for example, 1
MHz, 1.5 MHz, 2.25 MHz, 3.5 MHz, 5.0 MHz, 7.5 MHz, or
10 MHz), or a combination thereof.

Embodiments of the system 100 include the first ultrasonic
device arrangement 102 including a plurality of the ultrasonic
devices 112 (for example, two, three, four, or any other suit-
able number) or having only one of the ultrasonic devices
112. In addition, embodiments of the system 100 include the
second ultrasonic device arrangement 104 including a plural-
ity of the ultrasonic devices 112 (for example, two, three,
four, or any other suitable number) as is shown in FIG. 2 or
having only one of the ultrasonic devices 112 as is shown in
FIG. 1.

The system 100 includes the first ultrasonic device arrange-
ment 102 being configured to and/or used for rotational
movement, for example, along a rotational path 114 that
rotates 360 degrees in a direction parallel or tangential to the
centerline 110 of the object. Movement within the rotational
path 114 causes the ultrasonic beam to cover a larger volume
than a corresponding non-rotating or static use. The move-
ment is at a constant speed, an increasing speed, a decreasing
speed, an increasing acceleration, a decreasing acceleration, a
constant acceleration, no acceleration, robotically-con-
trolled, or a suitable combination thereof.

As is shown in FIG. 1, in one embodiment, the second
ultrasonic device arrangement 104 includes the ultrasonic
device 112 being positioned in the peripheral offset position
with respect to the ultrasonic device 112 of the first ultrasonic
device arrangement 102 and is capable of being or is periph-
erally adjusted along a peripheral path 116, such as, a circum-
ferential path and/or completely around the object 106, on or
proximal to the exterior of the object 106.

As shown in FIG. 2, in one embodiment, the second ultra-
sonic device arrangement 104 includes a plurality of the
ultrasonic devices 112. At least one of the ultrasonic devices
112 is positioned in the peripheral offset position. In one
embodiment, a plurality of the ultrasonic devices 112 or all of
the ultrasonic devices 112 are positioned in the peripheral
offset position. In this embodiment, the system 100 analyzes
the object 106 by switching (for example, selectively trans-
mitting and/or receiving) between the ultrasonic devices 112
of the second ultrasonic device arrangement 104 while
inspecting and rotating the ultrasonic device(s) 112 of the first
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ultrasonic device arrangement 102 to align the ultrasonic
beam within the object 106. In a further embodiment, the first
ultrasonic device arrangement 102 includes the transmitter
202 and the second ultrasonic device arrangement 104
includes a plurality of the receivers 204, specifically shown in
FIG. 2 as three of the receivers 204, but, as described above,
is any suitable amount.

The transmitter(s) 202, the receiver(s) 204, and/or the
ultrasonic device(s) 112 in general are positioned at include
angles with respect to each other and/or the object 106 to be
measured. In one embodiment, the angles are fixed angles. In
one embodiment, the angles of the transmitter (s) 202 and the
receiver(s) 204 differ. In one embodiment, the angles of the
transmitter (s) 202 and the receiver(s) 204 are the same of
substantially the same. Suitable angles include, but are not
limited to being arranged, relative to a parallel of the center-
line 110, between about 1 degree and about 89 degrees,
between about 10 degrees and about 80 degrees, between
about 10 degrees and about 60 degrees, between about 45
degrees and about 80 degrees, between about 30 degrees and
about 60 degrees, between about 30 degrees and about 45
degrees, between about 45 degrees and about 60 degrees, at
about 10 degrees, at about 30 degrees, at about 45 degrees, at
about 60 degrees, at about 80 degrees, or any suitable com-
bination, sub-combination, range, or sub-range therein.

While the invention has been described with reference to a
preferred embodiment, it will be understood by those skilled
in the art that various changes may be made and equivalents
may be substituted for elements thereof without departing
from the scope of the invention. In addition, many modifica-
tions may be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the teachings of the invention without departing from the
essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the
invention not be limited to the particular embodiment dis-
closed as the best mode contemplated for carrying out this
invention, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:
1. An ultrasonic detection method, comprising:
providing an ultrasonic detection system having a first
ultrasonic device arrangement and a second ultrasonic
device arrangement;
positioning the ultrasonic detection system in a peripheral
offset position on the exterior of an object to be mea-
sured;
peripherally adjusting at least one ultrasonic device of the
second ultrasonic device arrangement along a circum-
ferential path with respect to the object;
rotating the at least one ultrasonic device of the first ultra-
sonic device arrangement within a rotation path to form
an ultrasonic beam between the first ultrasonic device
arrangement and the second ultrasonic device arrange-
ment; and
transmitting and receiving the ultrasonic beam between the
first ultrasonic device arrangement and the second ultra-
sonic device arrangement, thereby obtaining ultrasonic
detection information about the object.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the second ultrasonic
device arrangement includes a plurality of ultrasonic devices.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first ultrasonic
device arrangement consists of a first ultrasonic device and
the second ultrasonic device arrangement consists of a second
ultrasonic device.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one ultra-
sonic device of the first ultrasonic device arrangement
includes a transmitter.
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one ultra-
sonic device of the first ultrasonic device arrangement
includes a receiver.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one ultra-
sonic device of the first ultrasonic device arrangement is a
phased-array ultrasonic.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the ultrasonic detection
information corresponds to a volume greater than that which
would be analyzed by an ultrasonic technique using single
probe approaches.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the ultrasonic detection
information corresponds to greater than 3% of the volume of
the object.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the ultrasonic detection
information corresponds to at least 47% of the volume of the
object.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the ultrasonic detection
information corresponds to about 100% of the volume of the
object.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the object is a solid
symmetrical body of rotation.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the object is a rotor of
a turbine.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the rotor is inspected
without a bucket of the turbine being removed.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the ultrasonic detection
information relates to features selected from the group con-
sisting of voids, defects, fatigued material, cracks, corrosion,
and combinations thereof.

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising rotating a
first ultrasonic device in the first ultrasonic detection device
while peripherally adjusting a second ultrasonic device in the
second ultrasonic device arrangement with respect to the
object, the object being a solid cylindrical body of rotation.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the second ultrasonic
device arrangement includes a plurality of ultrasonic devices
and an ultrasonic device of the at least one ultrasonic device of
the first ultrasonic device arrangement is rotated within a
rotation path to form the ultrasonic beam between the first
ultrasonic device arrangement and the second ultrasonic
device arrangement.
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6
17. An ultrasonic detection method, comprising:

providing an ultrasonic detection system having a first
ultrasonic device arrangement and a second ultrasonic
device on the exterior of an object to be measured;

peripherally adjusting at least one ultrasonic device of the
second ultrasonic device arrangement along a circum-
ferential path with respect to the object;

rotating the at least one ultrasonic device of the first ultra-
sonic device arrangement within a rotation path to form
an ultrasonic beam between the first ultrasonic device
arrangement and the second ultrasonic device arrange-
ment; and

transmitting and receiving the ultrasonic beam between the
first ultrasonic device arrangement and the second ultra-
sonic device arrangement;

wherein the transmitting and receiving obtains data a vol-
ume greater than that which would be analyzed by an
ultrasonic technique using single probe approaches.

18. An ultrasonic detection system, comprising:

a first ultrasonic device arrangement and a second ultra-
sonic device arrangement positioned in a peripheral off-
set position on the exterior of an object to be measured,

wherein at least one ultrasonic device of the second ultra-
sonic device arrangement is configured to be peripher-
ally adjusted along a circumferential path with respect to
the object;

wherein the at least one ultrasonic device of the first ultra-
sonic device arrangement is configured to be rotated
within a rotation path to form an ultrasonic beam
between the first ultrasonic device arrangement and the
second ultrasonic device arrangement, and

wherein the ultrasonic detection system is arranged and
disposed for transmitting and receiving the ultrasonic
beam between the first ultrasonic device arrangement
and the second ultrasonic device arrangement, thereby
obtaining ultrasonic detection information about the
object.



